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United Scottish Clans of
Oklahoma, Inc.

H er al d

Second Quarter

Tom Hendricks
Chief Executive Officer

Hello, Lads and Lassies.
| am writing thisto let
you know that U.S.C.O.
isaliveand well. |
would like to thank all
the folks who attended
our Burn's Night, and to
al the folks who helped
with the setup and
cleanup, job well done.
We had areal good turn-
out. If you will check
our website you will see
our schedule of events.
Our next Trustees Meet-
ing isApril 14, 2005
Thursday at 7:00 P.M. at
The Church of the Sav-
ior. Check the web site
for more event informa-
tion. Beready for alot
of fun thisyear. Sin-
cerely, Tom Hendricks.
Chief Executive Officer

THE WALK FOR
WALLACE 2005

From the Society of William Wallace web site:

David R. Ross, current convenor of the Society of
William Wallace, will commemorate the memory of
Wallace, by walking from Robroyston near Glasgow,
to London, on the 700th anniversary of the actual
event.

Wallace was captured on the 3rd of August 1305, and
arrived in London on the 22nd of that month, the jour-
ney taking 19 days. On the 23rd, he was taken to
Westminster Hall, the oldest part of the current
Houses of Parliament, where his sham trial took place.
He was taken outside and tied to the tails of horses to
be dragged the 6 miles through the city to his murder
at Smithfield. Therefore the same dates in 2005 mark
the 700th anniversary. David states anyone wishing to
join him to walk the route through London that Wal-
lace was dragged, should meet outside Westminster
Hall (gate at north side of Houses of Parliament. e.g.
opposite side from the river) at noon on 23rd of Au-
gust 2005. The walk will take approx. 2 hours, arriv-
ing at Smithfield around 2 pm, at the monument out-
side St. Bartholomew’s church and hospital to his
memory.

I do not need to stress the solemnity of this occasion,
and what it will mean to Scots, commemorating their
national hero, to walk the actual route that was the fi-
nal chapter of his life. Anyone taking part will show
that they stand with Wallace in their desire for free-
dom for themselves and their fellow countrymen.

Selection for elective offices will be made by Board members at the election meeting.

Article IX: Section 1-7 of the BYLAWS. This is an open meeting to all members. This

meeting will be held April 14th at 7PM at The Church of the Savior, 5600 NW 63rd St,
Oklahoma City, OK. Hope to see you there.
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USCO

Officer s/Executive Committee

e President & Chief Executive Officer—Tom

Hendricks: tomff2376@yahoo.com

e VicePres & Executive Asst. Officer—Joe

McDonald:tempo470@cox.net

e Executive Secretary—Janice M cGill:

mcgillje@hotmail.com

e Chief Clan Council Officer—Linda Hendricks:

uscoclanchief @hotmail.com

e Chief Development Officer—Aaron McKee:

revthea@sbcglobal .net

e Chief Financial Officer—EllaMcDonald:

rt1box13@cox.net

e Chief Membership Officer—La Nell Shores

ML SHORES@cox.net

e Chief Program Officer -Becky Kimbell-Farris:

uscoprograms@hotmail.com

e “Support USCO, keep your membership dues
paid up to date and give and extra amount asa
contribution. Contributionsaretax deductible

under Section 170 of the IRS Code when you
itemize deductions.”

e Editor: Becky Kimbell-Farris
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23rd of August 1305
To
23rd of August 2005

700th

Anniversary

William Wallace

Long Time Editor and Founding Father of USCO
takes a well-deserved break.

He died alone and thinking his cause was |ost.
L et us show him that heisremembered with honor.

¥vyallace paraded through London

London, early 1300

After years of service to U.S.C.O.

Jerrel Murray is taking a breather.

U.S.C.O. owes much to Jerrel and
will continue to draw upon the solid
foundation he established. Keeping
things rolling while charming us all
with his wit and smile, we all hope to

continue to share all our love for things
Scottish with the Murrays at

U.S.C.O. celebrations.
With highest regards,

Becky Kimbell-Farris and U.S.C.O.

U.S.C.0. Salutes
Jerrel Murray

e
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History of Bagpipes

Scotland has awealth and variety of music and one of the oldest
and most successful of wind instruments - the bagpipe. In its origins
never the property of one people or nation, it is now strongly
identified with Scotland, especially in the form of the Highland
Bagpipe. This powerful instrument has along pedigree deriving
from prehistoric shawms and hornpipes of Near Eastern
civilizations, evolving with bag and drones in Classical and early
European history, and emerging as afamiliar instrument by the 12th

T
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century, significantly a renaissance period of economic well being. 1st Annual
The pipes were being played in Scotland by the 14th century Oklahoma
and in the Highlands by about 1400. They achieved their Solo Piping Debate

recognizable form in the late 16th and 17th centuries, with
decorated chanter and drones, when they also overtook the harp as
the musical instrument of Gaglic society and assumed a traditional

Saturday, March 26, 2005

Location~ Church of

role in Gaelic culture; they complemented the bardic tradition of the Savior
brosnachadh - encouragement and incitement - the praise of 5600 N.W. 63
warriors and chieftains and the lament for their passing. They were ~ Oklahoma City, OK
played in the Great Hall and naturally for dancing and 8:30 till done.
entertainment.

Dynasties of pipers emerged, such as MacCrimmons,
MacKays, MacGregors, and Cummings, who performed the duties Come Join

of officia piper for their patrons through successive generations
and who sustained and generated the music of the bagpipe until the U.S.C.0O. at

collapse of the society which nurtured them in the wake of the Bricktown in the
Jacobite wars of the 18th century. S. Patrick’s Day

The Highland bagpipe survived by virtue of the growth of Parade Saturday-
March 19th.

empire and standing armies and these influences standardized the
instrument and styles of playing. Piping both in Scotland and in
Europe as awhole had been characterized by variety of music and
playing styles, and of the instrument itself. An earlier familiarity of
hornpipe, Lowland pipe, small pipe, pastoral pipe, and Highland
pipe is again beginning to enter our consciousness and culture.

Hugh Cheape
National Museums of Scotland
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Fort Gibson Welcomes New Interpreter for Black History

The Oklahoma Historical Society is pleased to welcome Omar Reed to the staff
at the Fort Gibson Historic Site, announced OHS executive director Bob
Blackburn. Reed has volunteered for many years for OHS events and other his-
torical organizations. "Reed is very talented at presenting living history pro- |
grams, and he will now put those skills to use full-time as an interpreter at the
Fort Gibson Historic Site," said Blackburn.

Reed has researched and portrayed a number of personsincluding those of a
fur trader, slave, freedman, First Kansas Colored soldier, and federal marshal : :
Bass Reeves. According to Fort Gibson facility director Chris Morgan, “Reed’s 0 R | d
skillswill allow the site to expand its interpretation of black history, an aspect mar ~ee
of the fort's history that has not been fully explored.” Member of U.S.C.O.

Blackburn added, “Although Reed will be part of the Fort Gibson staff, he will
be heading up OHS participation in the statewide initiative to expand the inter- .
pretation and promotion of the state’s black heritage. Reed graduated from Presenting
Langston University with aB.S. in Elementary Education in 1972. He recently Live History
retired as a law enforcement officer for the Veterans Administration with 22
years of service. His civic commitments are to the Boy Scouts and as a certi-
fied instructor of Hunter Safety and Aquatic Education. Reed is a member of
the National Association of Interpreters. The OHS aso is serving as technical
advisor to the community of Boley to present what will be the state's first candle-
light tour focusing on black history, which is planned for the fall of 2005. In addi- |/
tion, Whit Edwards, OHS special projects director, and Bruce Fisher, curator of 4
cultura diversity, are working with the Department of Tourism to establish a
Black Heritage Cultural Corridor to promote tourism linked to the state's black
history. They are using the research compiled for the recent all-black towns ex-
hibit aswell as military and cultural sites.

U.S.C.0O. Town Crier Announcement

Come one, come all! To the First

Monthly Gathering of the Clans
Pot luck, to be held Saturday June 11th
At Six PM. Location is Church of the Savior
5600 NW 63rd St. OKC.
For details and upcoming events: check us out on the

......................



http://WWW.uscoscots.org

History of Clan
Donald

The Beginning of
Clan Donald

Clan Donald is one of the
oldest, and probably the larg-
est and most famous of all the
Highland clans. Its Celtic
heritage goes back into antig-
uity, beyond the 6th Century
AD, to the great clansin what
today is Ireland, Conn of the
100 Battles, Cairfre Raida,
founder of Dal Raidain An-
trim, Eire, and CollaUathais.
Our Viking heritage goes
back to Ingiald "llI-Ruler"
and Olaf "Tree-Hewer" in 7th
Century Sweden and Norway.
All of these traditional blood
lines came together in the
12th Century Somerled
MacGillebride M acGil-
ladamnan, the historic foun-
der of Clann Domhnaill. Our
ancestors were regarded as
the heads of the ancient race
of Conn, and the lineal heirs
of the kings of the Dalriadic
Scots. Somerled's defeat of
the Norse King of Man in
1156 gained independence for
southwestern Scotland that
survived for over four centu-
ries.

Submitted by Joe McDonad

Schiel Bridge
Near Loch Duich
Near Skye, Scotland
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Laura Venable~ Highland Dancer

L aura V enabl e has been studying Scottish High-
land Dance since she was 10 yearsold. She attained
Premier statusin 2001. Laurawas arepresentative
for the Southwestern Region at the United States In-
ter Regional competition in Minneapolis, Minnesota
in the summer of 2004.

Training under the tutelage of Mrs. Betty Lawrence -aura’sgoal isto teach

for the past 5 years, Laura passed her professional Scottish Highland
exam at the Ohio Scottish Arts School in the sum- Dancein Oklahoma
mer of 2003, making her an associate in the British ~ &nd sharetherich cul-
Association of Teachers of Dance, as a certified tural and physical re-
Scottish Dance teacher. She hopes to take her full wardswith others.
member’s exam this summer.

. Did You Know
Over the past 8 years Laura has had the opportunity _
to dance in many venues, and has accumul ated S Patrick’s
friends spanning the United States and Canada. She
has been the recipient of youth award scholarships Day could be
from Clan Henderson for the past 3 years for usein Scottish?!
her Highland training. She has danced with Celtic- SR

Patrick's

Cdll since shewas 11, performing in many concerts,
and at the St. Patrick’s Family Day celebration.

Laura has benefited greatly from her association
with Mrs. Lawrence. Mrs. Lawrenceis perhaps the
most highly respected Highland Dance teacher in the
US and Canada. Sheisin demand for workshops,
training dancers for professional exams, and as a
judge. Since her “retirement” she normally travels
every weekend from March through November.
Laura has the honor of being her only private student
at thistime, a position that has allowed her a greater
opportunity to acquire the tools she needs to be a
reat dance teacher. Laura’sgoal isto teach Scot-
tish Highland Dance in Oklahoma. Highland

journey began
when he was 16
years old.
Scotland and
Wales both raise
their hands to
the claim of St
Patrick’s
birthplace. The
sure fact is, he

Danceis extremely physically demanding, and -

§ trains not onlythgbpod);/, but%hewhole p%rson in was bom n
| the areas of focus, concentration, poise, and cour-  What is today
age. considered
Contact Laura at 405-373-2970, or email “Cedltic” lands.

patvenable@sprintmail.com




Genealogy 101 (or in our case, Scotteal ogy)

So you think you want to start finding out who your ancestors are, or re-
cord your family history for your kids. But, where do you start? It's simple.
Y ou start with yourself, add your parents and then your grandparents, great
grandparents and so on and so on. Basic genealogy starts with three dates and
places. The date and place of birth, date and place of marriage, and date and
place of death. Y ou can then add to that basic information with additional dates,
places and stories. Such as; where did they work and what kind of work did they
do, who married them, who were the witnesses and where did the wedding take
place, where did they live, were they in the military and did they fight in awar,
did they own land, how tall were they and what did they weigh, what was the

cause of death, etc. Y ou won't be able to find out everything about every ances- LaNII Shores i e new
tor. Some of them were very allusive. Just be grateful for what youdo findand ;5 ¢ o Membership Chief

resolve yourself to keep looking.

Where do you get thisinformation you say? Start around your own home
then move on to your parents home. Look for family Bible's, photographs, birth,
marriage and death certificates, report cards, letters, and memorial cards from
funerals, newspaper clippings stuck in books, scrapbooks, and etc. Talk to the
older members of you family. Think outside the box. One of the most important
cluesin my own research was a surname written on the back of an old envelope
in my mothers stuff. It led meto a unknown branch of my family tree.

Now that you have this information, what do you do with it? | would
start with agood genealogy data base program to use on the computer. There are
several good ones out there; just do some research to find out which one might
meet your needs and pricerange. Ask around to see what othersuse. The one
that isthe easiest to find may not be the best one or the best value. The follow-
ing internet address will take you to a site that rates genealogy programs. Itis

use a computer, you can use the tried and true way with paper family group
sheets and pedigree charts. If you have a computer, these forms can be

. If you don't own a computer, ssmply go to your local Iibrar); and use theirs,
Thelibrarians are usually very helpful if you tell them what you want.

Barein mind, thisisjust abeginning. Be prepared, genealogy can be
quite addicting. Have fun getting started. Y ou may find yourself doing the
"genealogy happy dance" when you uncover some long lost relative. Don't be
surprised at how much you don't know about your family when you start. Next
time we'll go into the use of the census, court house records, genealogy libraries
and web sites.

From SCOTS to the Scottish Community

It is with sadness that we report that club member Terri Nehmzow has lost her husband, Kurt, who
passed away Sunday. Please join us in condolences to Terri in this time of tremendous loss.

Cards may be sent to Mrs. Nehmzow at 112 S. Joshua Avenue, Broken Arrow, OK 74012.
also several tools you can use to

And a talented genealogist!

i (N

April ¢th 2005 9 am to 5 pm

Sponsored by
The United Scottish Clans of
Oklahoma Int.

websife: uscoscok.org

LDGATION:

Church of the Savior
5600 N.W. 53rd St
Oklahama City, OK

Contacs:

Linda Hendrichs 2494213 wsohanchiaf3hotmail zom
Bocky Himibel-Farris stoprogramshotnwil.eon


http://www.genealogy-software-review.toptenreviews.com/
http://ancestry.com

|_Stew Joslin "Piper and Scotsman’s Friend
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Stew Joslin began his ancestral Scottish adventure about 15 years
ago. This was about the time his mother told him of his Scottish an-
cestry. His grandfather, bhn Jck, came from Scotland and settled in
America in the early 20™ century.This sparked hisinterest and Sew
became very active in the Scottish Club of Centra Oklahoma
(SCOCO).He served as vice president and president severad years.
Sew aso served as secretary on the United Scottish Clans of
Oklahoma (U.S.C.QO.) trustee board, helping with the formation of
The Oklahoma City Highland Games and The Red Lion Pipe Band.
He later performed with the Highlanders of Oklahoma City Pipe
Band, attaining the rank of Pipe Sergeant after 1 1/2 years of piping
with them. He moved on to help form the Oklahoma Scottish Pipes
& Drumsin 1998. He now serves as the Oklahoma Scottish Pipes &
Drums Band Manager, the introductory level practice chanter tutor
and band competition piper. He served as secretary of Southwest-
ern Branch - EUSPBA - Eastern United States Pipe Band Associa-
tion as one of their founding members.

Stew and his wife Laurie owned and managed The Celtic Cup in
Oklahoma City . This tearoom offered a venue for local Celtic musi-
cians to promote themselves to the public.

Some of Sew bdin’'s more recent contributions to the Scottish
community are the Celtic Cup’s 1 and 2™ Annual Solo Piping
Competition in 2002 and 2003, the Introductory Piobareachd
Workshop in 2003, Ceolmhor in Oklahoma City in 2004 for
U.S.C.0. and The Oklahoma Piobaireachd Society.

Stew Jodlin continues to be a promoter of things Scottish and isa
well known leader in Oklahoma Piping. Oklahoma thanks you
Stew and Laurie, for all your hard work!

In summer time be Cheerful,
chaste,and early out of bed; In
winter bewell capped,well shod,
and well on porridgefed.

Dr John Beaton of Mull
who died in 1657.

\ 3';__.» — .1:l !

Stew Jéslin of the Oklahoma Scottish

e |

Pipes and Drums

Mull is the home of the
last active volcano
In northern Europe
Before it blew...
While on the Isle of
Mull, my bus driver
reported that there are
no deaths from stress
and only a few from
boredom!

from
Rck Seves Great
Britain 2004

Stain Glass Window
lona, Scotland
of
St.Brighid
saint of poets




United Scottish Clans of
Oklahoma, Inc.

Mailing address:
P.O. Box 50414
Midwest City, OK 73140-5414

Editor: Becky Kimbell-Farris
Phone: 405-329-6268

Fax: 405-888-576-0563
E-mail: Beckasdelite@yahoo.com

We’reonthe Web
uscoscots.org

Promoting Scottish Culture in Oklahoma

A

Founded in 1986

ARTIBLE IV:OBJECTS AND PURPOSES

Time for Spring

Cleaning

Old loves, old insults, old wrongs,
old hates, old prides,

old contempts, old taboos, old to-
tems....Can I shed these worm-
skins of remembrance?

John Cowper Powys

The seasons themselves teach
us that holding on to old
things that are past their

usefulness is unwise.

[Section 1. Said corporation is organized excluslvely for charitable, refigious, educational and scientific purposes, including, for such purposes, the making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue

corresponding section of any future federal tax codk

iSection 2.Said corporation is further organized to:

a) preserve and perpetuate Scottish history, traditions, ideals, literature, language, athletics, minstrelsy, customs, and amusements through lecture, demonstration, film, and/or any other acceptabl e educational medium to the general public at any location within the State of Oklahf
e L VA g 0 O o GIC Ot s e S P It on MO AU 10 U S BaMEAT o) Gonerel it B oo OF Soah Gl UGt e e Ok oy 161208 aetcs ancor ther form of 509
c) Organize, recruit, equip, and train, to whatever extent may be deemed proper and feasible, a Scottish Clan/Family Council, who are persons of suitable interest and are Clan Representatives for the State of Oklahoma.

d) Connect persons of Scottish hirth or heritage, the descendants of Scots and other interested persons in a common geneal ogical, fraternal, cultural, and social bond.

e) Aid one another, insofar as conditions and abilitieswill permit, in the pursuit of Scottish culturein the State of Oklahoma.

) Enter in an association, as occasion may occur, with other organized groups in promotion of Scottish culture in Oklahomawherein it isin keeping with U.S.C.O.’s purposes and goals.

A dead limb left on a tree will
rot into the trunk to only bring
slow death to the entire tree.
To bring new life this Spring to
ourselves and all we lay our
hand to, let us shed these past
weights we carry of old hurts.
Let the winds blow new life
and growth in our home, work,
play, and in all our U.S.C.O.
endeavors in 2005 and all the
days ahead.

Becky KimbeHFarris

Code, or the

pma.

tish cultural

Send articles, news, pictures,
and events for sharing!!!



